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requirement of one becoming a president
of a republic does not have to be a Muslim,
and that the president may be a woman as
long as she is a representative of the parlia-
ment and that she applies the resolutions
of the House of Representatives. Therefore
the president is the appointee of the parlia-
ment, in the execution of the resolutions.
And the parliament and the House of Rep-
resentativesact on behalf of the people in its
resolutions. The government emerges from
the parliamentary vote. Therefore there is
no problem in a political Islam assimilating
with the modern times within the spheres
of politics and philosophy. Furthermore we
emphasize that the Islamic political, so-
cial, and economical systems add many of
the values that converge the loopholes in a
modern political system that suggests the
colonization of nations, and plundering of
its riches contradicting double standards on
the human rights level, nations, and people.
By this I am not basing it on the existence of
the state of Israel and its continuation in the
expulsion of the Palestinian people. Also by
the fabrication of a grass roots organization
in the name of Daeshattributed to Islam,
to divide, destroy, and tear apart the Arab,
and Islamic countries. Until they began to
receive a taste of their poison, and as the
magic began to turn against the magician.
And so began the invading of the terrorists
of Daesh entering the world arena attack-
ing Europe, and the west and instilling fear
into humanity causing the people to hide in
all the corners of the world falling on unsus-
pecting innocents worldwide.
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The Islamic political
assimilation for Democracy
Q: The political system in Islam has ap-
peared as a later situation and unaccept-
able even in Islamic countries. Why doesn’t
this type of organization adapt according to
the democratic civilian political organiza-
tion since it has proven its success in the
United States of America and in advanced

countries?

A: The system of political governance in Is-
lam is very flexible. The condition of its ap-
plication is intertwined through the door of
the grand Islamic Jurist by an intellectual
analysis and interpretation in order to as-
similate the most powerful transformations
of human thought according to its political
foundations. From this we learn that within
the political foundation springs the idea of
democracy. This idea of democracy was pre-
ceded by Islam through the concept of form-
ing a “council” with the people who hold the
contracts and solutions, such as the parlia-
ment or House of Representatives who rep-
resent a nation. It is even possible that the
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Islam & Greek civilization
Q: Is Islam considered a civilization that is
similar to the Greek civilization, for exam-
ple, or that Islam has a broader and more
comprehensive responsibility to serve hu-
manity as a whole?

A: The message of Islam is a universal mes-
sage to humanity. It is more comprehensive
than all of the previous civilizations. Islam
came to absorb, treat, and close all the gaps
of the unknown through wisdom and action.
It is possible at one point the Greek civili-
zation was in the lead of the current civili-
zations at that time, however 1t was Islam
that came to shine the light on the ultimate
guide to becoming a complete human being.
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Youth & Religion

Q: Your Eminence, as a representative of
the community, what isthe amount of your
satisfaction in regards to the development
of our youth and the extent of their commit-
ment to their religion?

A: The youth who go to Islamic Centers and
engage In Islamic programs hold an im-
portant position. And it is the duty of the
parents, families, schools, and scholars to
improve their participation and help them
continue on this path.
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The witness of a Nation
and the elicitation

of the Holy Quran
Q: Holy Quran verse 89 from the chapter of
the Bee : “And (bethink you of) the day when
We raise in every nation a witness against
them of their own folk, and We bring thee
(Muhammad) as a witness against these.
And We reveal the Scripture unto thee as
an exposition of all things, and a guidance
and a mercy and good tidings for those who
have surrendered to God.” (16:89). Is the
witness referred here, the beloved Prophet
Muhammad (Pbuh)? Or is the witness here
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Tribes?

Q:Who are considered as amongst the
Tribes?

A: The tribes are considered to be the dece-
dents of Prophet Jacob (Pbuh) and they are
12 tribes from 12 sons, and in the language
of plurality from one father specifically from
the tribes of the children of Israel. And the
sons of Jacob aren’t of the tribes because
they are his sons (Pbuh) . They committed
a sin by deserting there brother prophet Jo-
seph (Pbuh) and for this reason they were
not qualified for prophethood however, they
turned into Israeli Tribes. The most beau-
tiful place in the descendants of Jacob and
the tribesare prophets that descended upon
them the Holy verses of God almighty say-
ing: “Say (O Muslims): We believe in God
and that which is revealed unto us and that
which was revealed unto Abraham, and Ish-
mael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the tribes,
and that which Moses and Jesus received,
and that which the prophets received from
their Lord. We make no distinction between

any of them, and unto Him we have surren-
dered”. (2:136).
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Mosques and Endowment

Q: What is the meaning of endowment in
Islam? And is theMosque ,Islamic Center,
and a Hussainiat ( a place where the reme-
berance of Imam Hussain (Pbuh) is conduct-
ed), considered an endowment? Some of the
affluent people build a moratorium and the
donations of his expenses, are theynot enti-
tled to his own property?

A: Endowment 1s a concept that requires
the intentions sake of gaining closeness to
God almighty. The Mosques and the Islamic
centers and the Hussainiat are also an en-
dowment. And who ever builds a Mosque it
is incumbent for them to prepare his own-
ership and make it such that his intention
would be for the sake of gaining closeness to
God almighty or else it would not be consid-
ered a Mosque. God almighty said: “As for
the Mosques they are for God”. Yes ,indeed
it 1s possible that the person may build a
Mosque as an endowment making himself
responsible for its maintenance and protec-
tor, and whatever is required of him, how-
ever he would not be considered the owner.

| o>

6

known as the one mentioned in the verse?
And as for the Holy Quran it is a clear proof
and sign for all things, therefore what is the
need for Scholars and Jurists, and for the
publishing books of Commentary?

A: The witness hereis reference to the strong
witness which is the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad (Pbuh). He is the witness of his nation
that testified to Islam and in the Quran and
a sign for all things, however it is necessary
from the Holy Prophet (Pbuh) and his holy
progeny (peace be upon them) , Scholars: to
extract the rules from the hidden Quran.
God almighty said: “He it is who hath re-
vealed unto thee (Muhammad) the Scrip-
ture wherein are clear revelations - they
are the substance of the Book - and others
(which are) allegorical. But those in whose
hearts is doubt pursue, forsooth, that which
1s allegorical seeking (to cause) dissension
by seeking to explain it. None knoweth its
explanation save God. And those who are of
sound instruction say: We believe therein;
the whole is from our Lord; but only men
of understanding really heed.” (3:7). And in
another verse : “And if any tidings, whether
of safety or fear, come unto them, they noise
it abroad, whereas if they had referred it to
the messenger and to such of them as are in
authority.” (4:83).
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such i1deas are themselves destructive. In
which their actions lead to the prevention
of frequenting mosques and closing them,
and the complexity of the track to stop their
work 1s ultimately an ugly form that takes
an ugly shape and is a great sin.
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Objection to working

in a Mosque

A: Your Eminence has previously discussed
the holy verses of the Holy Quran from the
chapter of the Cow in verse 114: “And who
doth greater wrong than he who forbiddeth
the approach to the sanctuaries of God lest
His name should be mentioned therein, and
striveth for their ruin. As for such, it was
never meant that they should enter them
except in fear. Theirs in the world is igno-
miny and theirs in the Hereafter is an awful
doom. (2:114). And it is within my nature to
always object towards the idea of working
for the Mosque that I attend, does this ap-
ply according to this holy verse?

A: There i1s no objection in working for a
Mosque. In contrast to those who object to
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Intellect a creation amongst few

As for the religious phrases that include
the words : (“kill,and hit”) they are phrases
which are confined to justice and mercy in
replying to self-defense including: the self,
justice, the rights of others, and they are not
to be taken literal , for example in the Holy
Quran : “ And slay not the life which Allah
hath forbidden save with right. Whoso is
slain wrongfully, We have given power unto
his heir, but let him not commit excess 1n
slaying. Lo! he will be helped. (17:33). Also
God almighty explains in another verse in
regards to the subject of Jihad (self-strug-
gle) and the wisdom behind it : “How should
ye not fight for the cause of Allah and of the
feeble among men and of the women and the
children who are crying: Our Lord! Bring us
forth from out this town of which the people
are oppressors! Oh, give us from thy pres-
ence some protecting friend! Oh, give us
from Thy presence some defender!”. (4:75).
Therefore the Quranic measure linguistical-
ly suggests that we should fight those who
attack us first and fight with our own hands,
however what we are emphasizing here is to
not take the apparent meaning of the vers-
es and to understand the inner meaning of
the verses through research and analysis,
and this can only be taken from the Islamic
Jurist scholars who are the experts in the
commentary of the Holy Quran.For exam-
ple in another verse: “Fight in the way of
Allah against those who fight against you,
but begin not hostilities. Lo! Allah loveth
not aggressors.” (1:190).
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The intellect

and the religious phrases

Q: Your eminence considers the intellect a
source from the sources of legislation, is it
permissible for the intellect to oppose and
not obey religious phrases specifically if it
“kall, hat”?.

A: If the mind was ruled categorically, and
1s governed and interpreted by the religious
text and under control, even if the intellect

was worded such as :

doubted or was on a whim , or desirous in
a ruling of a religious phrase and control,
then the rebellion against the definitive text
drops the rule of reason.

A poet says:

If the intellect rebels against his lord

The intellect means ignorance

It objects the Intellect on its creator
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American Islamic
Congregation

* The Islamic
political assim-
ilation for
Democracy
* Youth &
Religion
* Islam &
Greek
civilization
* The witness
of a Nation and
the elicitation
of the Holy
Quran
* Mosques and
Endowment
* Objection to
working in
a Mosque
* The intellect
and the reli-
gious phrases
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